
October Newsletter  

First Grade 

Dear Parents/ Guardians,  

The first grade has successfully completed the first month of school.  We are excited to tell you 

about the upcoming highlights for the month of October.   

In Math we are studying our second unit.  We will continue to learn in our new BRIDGES MATH 

CURRICULUM, an exploratory, center-based program.  Students have enjoyed making their own 

number racks with beads and pipe-cleaners.    

In Language Arts we are continuing to work with short vowels.  We will be working on short a, i 

o, u and e.  The students have been listening to read-aloud stories and discussing them with our 

new components of our OPEN COURT curriculum.  We have begun the writing program as well 

that directly links to the texts explored during Read Aloud time.   

In Social Studies we are continuing to discuss character traits such as caring/kindness, respect, 

self-control and responsibility.  Your student should know how to demonstrate these traits 

around school and the playground. We are also connecting to people and their role in our 

community.  

We send homework home Monday through Thursday.  Please help students to remember to 

return their completed work.  We also expect the children to be reading for 20 minutes each 

day.  The RAZKIDS reading platform is a wonderful, motivating, online reading program where 

students can read at differentiated levels. 

We are encouraging students to wash hands thoroughly or use a hand sanitizer to help alleviate 

the spread of germs at school. Please feel free to donate hand sanitizers or tissues. 

Working with your child at home helps him or her to develop and reinforce skills and build 

confidence in learning. Here are some suggestions to make learning at home a more rewarding 

experience for your child. 

1. Provide a quiet place to work.  Have pencils, crayon, scissors, paper, glue and books to 
read there. 

2. Explain each activity if needed. Applaud independence. 
3. Talk about errors and correct them together. 
4. Praise effort and achievement. Encourage and be patient.    
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